
 
 

Garden District Neighborhood Association 
Oct. 19, 2010 

6:30pm 
 
 
I.  Representatives from three of the five businesses who contributed so much to the 
success of our National Night Out spoke briefly. 
 
Brian Matthews and Jeff Steiner from Royal Buick at Columbus and Speedway (795-
0760) received our thanks for Royal’s very generous contributions to National Night Out, 
which included a jumping castle, ice cream sundaes, balloon animals, arts and crafts, 
and face painting.  Brian Matthews is a resident of GDNA and a service manager at 
Royal.  The company’s long-term goal is to be a good neighbor. Please let them know if 
there are problems with trash, graffiti, etc.  Royal Automotive Group’s philosophy is to 
build relationships. The more we know each other, the better we can work together to 
each other’s benefit.  The Royal Pit Stop offers free 10-minute maintenance check-up, 
including checks on tires, fluids, batteries, headlamps, and windshields.  Royal can 
service all vehicle brands.  If they are not able to service a vehicle from another 
manufacturer, there will be no charge and they’ll help you get to the dealer.  They also 
have a $19.95 oil change. 
  
Michelle Krzyzanowski, Sunflower’s Marketing Coordinator, spoke briefly of the recent 
improvements to the appearance and safety of both the inside and outside of the store. 
Michelle brought some samples of Sunflower’s focaccia and cookies.  Shoplifting has 
diminished because employees have been trained and do not tolerate shoplifting or 
panhandling.  A free magazine full of recipes and healthy lifestyle info comes out each 
month.   They just built a patio to improve the appearance of the front of the store and 
give a place for patrons to gather.  Our Sunflower is almost #1 in sales for the company.   
30% of the store is fresh produce.  However, the management company of the Mission 
Plaza center is not responsive to Sunflower’s or resident’s repeated concerns about the 
appearance of the property.  Vocalize your concerns loudly and frequently to the 
management company and/or owner about trash, dumpsters, potholes, ill-maintained 
buildings and landscaping, etc..   See end of minutes for information about who to 
contact. 
 
Fry’s at Alvernon & Grant, Glenda Hermosilla talked about a transition in security that 
they are currently going through.  TPD will no longer be working for them, but Valley 
Security Corporation has been hired in their stead.  Glenda was excited about what a 
good job and how active the new security personnel have been so far.  Personnel, 
including undercover people, are inside and out in the parking lot. Cleaner and safer are 
the by-words.   In an effort to try to keep all the shopping carts within their parking lot, 
Fry’s will start selling at cost the small, wheeled carts that you can drag behind you.   
They are also attempting to develop a program for loaning those carts. 
 
Thanks to the following businesses who were unable to attend tonight, but whose 
generous contributions helped make our Night Out such a success: 
 



Carlos Estrada from Circle K received our thanks for paying for the printing of the 1700 
fliers with GDNA info that were distributed throughout the neighborhood in August. 
 
Uncle Bob’s – Thank you for donating enough popcorn to feed the 300 people who 
attended our National Night Out. 
 
 
II.  Reports from committees: 
Mary Givins reported that the Martha Cooper library will be celebrating Mexico’s Day of 
the Dead this Saturday Oct. 23, The following Saturday, Oct. 30, is the 2nd annual health 
fair.  If you know refugees in the neighborhood, please let them know about this health 
fair.   
 
Ida Plotkin reported on Wright School:  Principal Marin has been out grieving for her son 
who was killed in Afghanistan.  She has recently returned to work for a few days.  A fund 
in memory of Martin Lugo, Jr. has been established by Garden District.  Any donations 
are tax deductible.  (Make check out to Garden District, c/o Lois Pawlak, PO Box 32384, 
Tucson, AZ  85751)  The Wright library is in the process of being moved and some 
neighborhood residents have volunteered to work as librarians.  Not sure when the 
library will reopen.  Volunteers are needed immediately for work in the Kindergartens; 
apply directly at the school.   
 
Lois Pawlak reported no news on fund-raising. 
 
Kim Comer spoke about the efforts of the residents on Desmond between Village and 
Pima to get gates installed at the entrances to easements.  She talked about how she is 
trying to get neighbors to take ownership in the project and help with selection of the 
gates, measurement of the easements, and installations of the gates.  They will be 
installing multiple gates and will probably total the costs and ask neighbors to contribute 
as they are able.   
 
Julie Zapolski introduced herself as a connector through the ProNeighborhoods 
program.  She is responsible for collecting information from GDNA about how the $15.7 
million dollar grant funds that Pima County received should be spent to promote healthy 
lifestyles in children.  This is connected to Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move Project. 
 
Nov. 6, a Saturday is neighborhood clean up.  Let’s get rid of those sofas on the streets!  
There will be 4 dumpsters located throughout the neighborhood. 
 
GDNA Holiday Party - Sunday, Dec. 12, 2:00-4:00pm at the pavilion at Tucson Botanical 
Gardens. 
 
Lori Aldecoa from Pima County Neighborhood Reinvestment said that the Columbus 
sidewalks are completed and the erosion problems are taken care of.  A neighborhood 
celebration will probably be held Saturday morning, Jan. 22.    
 
Hope Cramer from County Supervisor Richard Ellias’ office and Barbara Jacobs from the 
Ward VI office were also in attendance at our meeting and offered to assist the 
neighborhood in any way they could. 
 



Door prizes from Las Margaritas, Hot Lava Barbershop on Speedway, and Xoom Juice 
were presented.  Thanks to these businesses who actively support Garden District.  
Remember to support them.  Shop local! 
 
36 people in attendance. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Meg Johnson and Pat Rigg 
 
 
Mission Plaza strip mall where Sunflower is located is 4601 through 4689 E. Speedway 
Property Managers are: Larry Litwin   litwinLarry@aol.com Cell # 213 446 7791and his 
son Erik Litwin  eriklitwin@gmail.com     Phone: (818) 501-6519 
 
 
According to the on line website for researching property, the owner of the Mission  
Plaza is: 
      LANGFAN WILLIAM K TR 
      ATTN: BRAZO LLC 
      3550 GLENRIDGE DR 
      SHERMAN OAKS CA  91423-4672 
 
The above is also the mailing address of the Litwin Management Co. 


