AGI 

Feb 8, 2011-02-08

TPD reps:  Becky Noel, Lt. Graves

Facilitator:  Ronni Kotwica

Refreshments provided by Jan of Emerge

We are back to our regular agenda, with possible speakers at future meetings.

At the March AGI meeting, the Director of SAMHC will update us on its expansion into the Compass building on Dodge.  (Compass has moved out of Dodge/Flower neighborhood to the New Directions facility in the North Dodge neighborhood, and then will move to the Kino Hospital campus.

Lt. Graves asks all to put forth a better effort to get AGI revitalized.  Attendance at the AGI meetings is suffering.  A handful of people are doing the bulk of the work.  The Lt. encouraged attendees to help draw in others by talking to neighbors to help boost attendance and participation.  Budget cuts caused TPD to lose its bike unit – which is a big loss to dealing with issues in neighborhoods.  We can get back on track with neighbors providing information to TPD.  

There was a spike in burglaries about a month ago.  Officers were able to make arrests at a couple of burglaries in process, because people called to report suspicious activity at their neighbors’ houses.  Property crimes are always an ongoing issue.  There hasn’t been any real violence in the neighborhoods lately.

A huge deterrent to crime in neighborhoods is neighbors out walking around – being visible and paying attention to what’s going on in their own blocks.  

Answers to questions about what’s typical about burglaries:  Burglars by nature don’t want confrontation; don’t want to break windows or doors if possible.  Most burglaries occur between 7am-6pm (when people are working).  They go first to master bedroom for small, easy-to-pawn (or turnover) items (jewelry, guns, electronics).  Most are forced entries (i.e., breaking through flimsy window locks.)  Security doors installed properly are deterrents.
Discussed “hardening the target” to prevent property crimes and decided a presentation about that by Becky and Lt. Graves would be helpful to neighbors at the April AGI meeting.

Ronni said we need to get back to basics regarding sustainability of AGI and our efforts to prevent crime in our neighborhoods.  PVNA block captains are watching out for their neighbors all the time.  They are regularly making phone calls to check on people.  That effort in the AGI has caught in a quagmire.  Need more Neighborhood Watches.  We need to make contact with apt complexes to become part of Crime-Free Multi-Housing.  Ronni recommends committing to contacting neighbors one block each week to start a Neighborhood Watch.

National Night Out  – Tucson is the only city in Arizona that holds National Night Out in August when temps are sweltering and monsoons are likely.  We voted to change the event to the 1st Tuesday in October instead.  The vote was unanimous.  Ronni will notify TPD Chief Villasenor with our wishes.  (G.A.I.N. What Is It?:  G.A.I.N. stands for Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods. G.A.I.N. is Arizona's answer to National Night Out, which is held in August. Because of the soaring 105+ temperatures in August, communities statewide decided to observe National Night Out in October and call it G.A.I.N.  G.A.I.N. is a day of celebration for the successes of crime prevention through community involvement. Block Watches, apartment complexes, neighborhood groups, parks, businesses, etc. across Phoenix participate in block parties to show support for the efforts of those involved in the fight against crime.)
Reports from Neighborhoods

Oak Flower – Suspected drug dealer at 2553 & 2537 N. Fair Oaks.   Tenant comes and goes with an empty backpack & returns with a full backpack, lots of foot traffic.  Red Cadillac seems to be supplier – seems to show up when supply may have run out.  

Dodge/Flower – Nancy said 2700 block of Richey has active neighbors (though not official NW).  On Tuesday Feb 1 at about 10:30am several neighbors called 911 immediately when an unfamiliar Cadillac dropped off an unknown person at her home (she and her family were gone at the time).  One neighbor followed the Cadillac. TPD responded within 3 minutes.  The burglar was caught coming out the door with crowbar in hand and was arrested on the spot.

Meg asked for “insider” info to pass out to neighbors from Becky and Tammy.  This would be great – but Becky has 300+ Neighborhood Watches and 300+ CFM-H complexes. However – at each AGI meeting a couple tips will be presented – so they can be forwarded to the group.

Benefits of NW are more than just about the crime stuff.  One example is of neighbors in Palo Verde who last week noticed water pouring out of a neighbor’s home due to burst pipes.  The homeowners were out of town.  The neighbors were able to contact the homeowners and get the pipes fixed to prevent major damage.
Oasis Apts – suspicious activity, tenants not cleaning up after dogs surrounding the complex.  Becky is in contact with owner, Margeaux Orr.

Garden District – How much detail do the police need from neighbors regarding suspicious activity?  Neighbor reported to Meg a property where a man has frequent visitors who stay only briefly and sometimes do not even get out of the car.  Neighbor is concerned, but afraid to call police for fear of retaliation.  Meg will email address to Becky.  Becky will never name those who report the activity.  People who report suspicious activity will always remain anonymous.  No way for the bad guy to determine who reported the info.

Be aware that some criminals leave items like a paper cup on curb, sunglasses in driveway, or will move flower pots to see if the resident will move the items to determine whether or not someone is gone for an extended period.  Move or remove these items so the bad guys know you’re home and paying attention.

TPD Policy is to no longer do “vacation checks” of homes.  Do not have the man power to do it anymore.  That’s where neighborhood watch comes into play.  Ask your neighbors to keep an eye on your home when you’re out of town.

Palo Verde – 3447 E. Edison.  Adults congregating in carport of vacant home in evening.  Foreclosure, homes for sale – looks like someone is trying to get in to some of these empty homes.  

Several streetlights were knocked down recently on Grant.  Perp arrested by police.

Cabrini – no rep

Doolen/Fruitvale – A roundabout destroyed.

3307-3317 E. Flower – problem properties.  Cars on jacks.  Junk yards.  On weekends big guys hang out with their cars open and radios on.  Becky said to call 911 when occurring to get them red tagged.

Apartments - none

Businesses – none

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:40pm

